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Biography

Born in Kinshasa in 1992
Lives and works in Kinshasa

The desire to be an artist begins very early in Hilary Balu. He copies images from cinemas, 
trailers, posters but also drawings from his father, the later used to occupy his free time 
by recreating objects from his house. With the help of his aunts and oncles, he gets from 
his father the permission to follow an artistic training. He studies at the Académie des 
Beaux-Artsof Kinshasa.

Young graduate, in the course of a conversation during a varnishing of the artist Vitshois 
MwilambweBondo in Kinshasa, Hilary Balu sees his academic convictions shaken up. He 
emancipates himself from westerner codes and techniques learned in school and search 
an aesthetic to witch he can identify as a Congolese but also as an African.

The paintings of Hilary Balu reveal an African society transformed by globalization and 
consumer society. The "brutal mutation" that the Democratic Republic of the Congo has 
known in its cultural, political, economic and spiritual identity is represented through a 
symbolism of the object. The artist erects the object as a collective memory. So the 
leitmotif ofNkisiMangaaka, an ancestral divinatory sculpture, comes backin its work in 
contrast with capitalismnewsymbols.Between tourist bags and flip flops, the traditional 
statuette is also a reminder ofthe imbalances of the DRC in its international relations.

Thanks to the technique of scratching on acrylic, technique that the artist has used since 
he was a student, he relays the experience of black skin. The point is to express its 
deterioration over time, in reference to the poet Léopold Sedar Senghor according whom 
« Fuma diar kouffa diar takeu ban » in English « Where I went, the one who will follow my 
path will be covered in soil »

In his last series Voyage vers Mars Hilary Balu shows in a metaphorical way the 
contemporary migration of a population. Real escape from a continent to another just like 
an alternative planet, cosmonauts allegory of the migrant, leave an inhabitable land in 
prey with war or economic difficulties. Ironically these forced travelers have for luggage 
touristic bags showing decors from global capitals.
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EDUCATION 

2014 
Fine art degree, Académie des Beaux-Arts de Kinshasa, DRC 

GROUP SHOWS 

2020  
Galerie MAGNIN-A, Paris, France 
Kinshasa Chroniques, Cité de l’Architecture et du Patrimoine, Paris, France (curators: 
Dominique Malaquais, Claude Allemand, Sébastien Godret, Eric Androa Minde Kolo, Fiona 
Meadows) 
In-discipline, presented by the Fondation Montresso at 1:54 Contemporary African Art 
Fair, Marrakech, Morocco 

2019 
Fiction Congo, Museum Rietberg, Switzerland (curators: Michaela Oberhofer, Nanina 
Guyer) 

2018 
Megalopolis, les voix de Kinshasa, Museum für Völkerkunde zu Leipzig, Germany 
(curators: Freddy Tsimba, Eddy Ekete) 
Congo Stars, Kunsthaus Graz, Austria (curators: Sammy Baloji, Bambi Ceuppens, Fiston 
Mwanza Mujila, Günther Holler-Schuster and Barbara Steiner) 
Kinshasa Chroniques, Musée International des Arts Modestes, Sète, France (curators: 
Dominique Malaquais, Claude Allemand, Sébastien Godret, Eric Androa Minde Kolo, Fiona 
Meadows) 

2017 
Exposition et résidence Young Congo, Kin ArtStudio Kinshasa, RDC 
Kinshasa 2050, Institut Français de Kinshasa, halle de la Gombe, France 

2014 - 2015 
Exhibition arts? pro Congo, Place des évolués, Kinshasa, DRC 

2014 
« Détermina-tion qui crée la liberté », exposition du groupe vision totale « vi.to», 
restaurant the Rives, Kinshasa/ Gombe, DRC 

2013 
« Les vécues », exhibition of the groupe vision totale « vi.to », private residency, Kinshasa / 
pigeon. 

 info@magnin-a.com  

+33 (0)1.43.38.13.00

MAGNIN-A 

118, Boulevard Richard Lenoir 75011 Paris 

Mardi - Samedi 14h – 19h 

Mardi-Samedi 
14h00-19h00
www.magnin-a.com



2012  
Contest and exhibition Gouvern’art organised by the European Union 
Art Pro Congo (2nd edition), British Embassy, Kinshasa, DRC 

RESIDENCIES 

2021
Black Rock, Dakar, Senegal

2019 - 2020 
Fondation Montresso, Marrakech, Morocco 

2019 
Atelier Solar, Madrid, Spain 
Pro Helvetia, Embassy of Foreign Artist, Geneva, Switzerland 

2018 
Faculté des arts de Wits, département d'histoire de l'art, Johannesburg, South Africa 
Festival KLA ART, Ouganda 
Vivre sur le seuil. Rencontre Congolaise, Dipartimento di Studi Umanistici Università della 
Calabria, Italy, in collaboration with the cityhall of Cosenza, Italy. 

2017  
Young Congo, Kin ArtStudio(KAS), Kinshasa, animated by the artist vitshois Mwilambwe 
Bondo  

2013 - 2014 
MASTER ART de Kin Art Studio (KAS), animated by the artist Mwilambwe Bondo Vitshois 

COLLABORATION 

Kin art studio (kas projet) Kinshasa, DRC 
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Exhibition Hilary Balu-Joseph Obanubi, gallery Magnin-A, Paris, 2021, ©Gregory Copitet

Exhibition Hilary Balu-Joseph Obanubi, gallery Magnin-A, Paris, 2021, ©Gregory Copitet
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